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COMMENT ON THE ANCIENT FOOTPRINT FOSSILS FOUND IN THE
THREE GORGES AREA

FENG Wei-min

Nanjing Institute of Geology and Palaeontology, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Nanjing 210008, China, wmfeng@nigpas.ac.cn

Abstract The known oldest footprint fossils discovered in the Three Gorges area, China have pushed ancient animals’
walking to 551 million years ago, providing evidence for the emergence of bilaterally symmetrical animals at the end
of the Precambrian. It also provided meaningful information for the Cambrian explosion that may have begun before
the Cambrian. This finding further enhances the value of footprint fossils in studying ancient animal behavior and un-
derstanding major biological events.
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Fig.l1 The oldest footprint fossils (provided by Chen Zhe)
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Fig. 2 Reconstruction of the Cambrian Diania cactiformis (after Liu et
al., 2011)
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