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CARRYING FORWARD NATIONAL SENTIMENTS, SERVING FOR
COUNTRY’S NEEDS, AND EVERLASTING SOCIETY GLORIOUS MISSION

—Celebrating the 90th Anniversary of the Palaeontological Society of China

ZHAN Ren-bin
President of Palaeontological Society of China

The year 2019 marks the 90th Anniversary of the Palaeontological Society of China. On August 31,
1929, ten persons of China’s first generation of palaeontologists, including Ding Wen-jiang, Li Si-guang,
Yang Zhong-jian, Grabau A. W. of Peking University and a few others, met together to have the founding
assembly of the Palaeontological Society of China in Beiping (i. e. Beijing), and elected Sun Yun-zhu as the
first society president. On September 17 of the same year, the first academic symposium was held at the
Geological Survey of Beiping. However, in the following two decades, because of the troubled times and
the people even had no means of livelihood which resulted in the standstill of academic work. Until Decem-
ber 25, 1947, palaeontologists in China held the Resurrection Conference of Palaeontological Society of
China in Nanjing. The old China struggled with poverty, domestic strife and foreign aggression for several

tens of years, in such difficult conditions from the founding assembly to the resurrection conference, Chi-
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nese palaeontologists pioneered a solid foundation for developing palaeontology in China with spirit of great
perseverance.,

The founding of new China brought considerable changes to the development of palaeontology in Chi-
na. A great number of achievements sprung up during this splendid era, such as: the establishment of va-
rious subject systems of palaeontology and the standards for national stratigraphic classification and corre-
lation, the publication of multi-volumes like “Fossils of China” and “Chinese Strata through Geological
History”, the convening of the National Congress of the Palaeontological Society of China, and the publi-
cation of the society official journal “Acta Palacontologica Sinica”. All these represented the concentrated
embodiment of the flourishing development of palaecontology in China during this period.

Besides, the significant contributions achieved in this period also include the discovery of the Daqing
Oilfield, the Southwest Petroleum Battle, the explorations of high-grade iron ore deposit and coal field,
scientific investigation of the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau, etc. All these well annotated that Chinese palaeontol-
ogists accomplished their missions of serving the national economy and social development.

Benefited from the national reform and opening up, the Chinese palaeontology and the Palaeontologi-
cal Society of China have been enjoying their new golden era since 1978, Many significant programmes and
projects have been carried out, including the study of the origination, radiation, extinction and recovery of
the deep time life on Earth, especially the discovery and study of the Cambrian Chengjiang Fauna which
known as “one of the most important scientific discoveries during the 20th century” and the Jehol Biota
which known as “Mesozoic world-class fossil treasury”, striking the attention of the whole world. The in-
tensive study of stratigraphy of multidisciplines and the establishment of 11 Global Stratotype Sections and
Points (GSSPs) in China guarantee China the only country that has the most “GSSPs” in the world. So,
palaeontology China has played an irreplaceable contribution in the field of exploration and development of
nation’s energy resources like petroleum, natural gas and shale gas, as well as struggling for academic gold
medals (i. e. the GSSPs or the Golden Spikes) in the world.

The prosperity of the palaeontology promoted further development of the Palaeontological Society of
China (PSC). During this period, PSC organized a series of national congresses and the annual conferences
regularly; each branch and sub-committee of PSC also organized academic activities, all of which constitute
the sustainable motivation for the development of the palacontology in China. To date, PSC has over 3000
membership across the country, and has about 10 branches or sub-committees, covering all disciplines of
palaeontology, including invertebrate, vertebrate, palaeobotany, palynology, fossil algae, micropalaeon-
tology. palaeoecology, geobiology, as well as education and popular science outreach. In addition, PSC
has compiled a series publications on palaecontology, including “80 years of the Palaeontological Society of
China”, “Scientific Terms of Palacontology” (second edition), “Development Report of Palacontology”
and “History of Palacontology in China”, which significantly promoted the construction of the society and
the development of the palaeontology discipline in China.

PSC has been active in the international academic arena for a long time, and has carried out extensive
international cooperation and exchange. Since joining the International Paleontology Association (IPA) in
1979, PSC has become the largest and also an important member of the IPA. It has hosted a series of im-
portant international conventions such as “The Second International Palaeontological Congress” (2006 in
Beijing) , and “The 8th International Congress on the Jurassic System” (2010 in Suining). PSC has also ac-
tively strengthened exchanges and cooperation with other paleontological societies in the world. We suc-
cessfully hosted two Joint Conferences of PSC and PZ (Paldontologishe Gesellschaft) between China and
Germany on palaeontology in University of Gottingen, Germany (2013) and Yichang, China (2017). In

recent years, PSC has also developed cooperation with the palaecontological societies of Japan, Russia, Ko-
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rea, Romania, etc. Currently, PSC is actively preparing the “the First Asian Palaeontological Congress” in
Beijing this year; and is also the initiator in founding the “Asian Palaecontological Association” (APA).
These works effectively promoted the international academic exchanges between PSC and the international
palaeontological community. A group of scientists in PSC have served as the leading roles (including chair-
man, vice chairmen, secretary, voting members) in the International Palaeontological Association, Inter-
national Commission on Stratigraphy and its sub-commissions, International Organization of Palaeobotany,
International Federation of Palynology, as well as international associations of fossil insects, radiolarian,
etc.

PSC also makes contributions to promote the integration of science and education, and to strengthen
the construction of discipline talents, for example, the recommendation of new academicians, the selection
of “Yin Zan-xun Stratigraphic Palaeontology Award” and the “Youth Palaecontology Award”. In addition,
PSC actively promotes the public outreach in palaeontology and stratigraphy, establishes the national sci-
ence education bases and science webs, and enhances the influence of publications and the release of the an-
nual top ten progresses of palaeontology in China. Furthermore, through participating in the National Fos-
sil Protection Expert Committee and joining in the construction of National and Global GeoParks, PSC
dedicates to protect national palaecontological fossil resources, promote geo-tourism and green-develop-
ment, as well as the palaeontological research in China. Now, PSC has developed as a highly talented,
fruitful academic organization with extensive international communication, prosperous science education
and strong cohesion of palaeontology.

The current world is full of great changes that set up new requirements for the development of palae-
ontology. Facing the new opportunities and challenges, Palacontological Society of China will firmly stay
true to its original mission; inherit the scientific attainment and glorious tradition that have been formed in
the past 90 years. It will focus on the national requirements, insist on serving for national development,
keep on uniting and organizing all of its members, in order to build a world-class national palaeontological
society under the spirit of dedication, innovation, truth-seeking and cooperation. PSC will lead the devel-
opment of palaeontology in China and even in the world, and make contributions to the China Dream of

nation’s rejuvenation.





