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A Triassic stem turtle with an edentulous beak and o
the early evolution of turtle . ,
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This research reports on a fascinating new
Triassic stem-turtle Eorhynchochelys sinensis from
Guanling of Guizhou, China. FEorhynchochelys
sinensis provides new information on the origin of
the unique turtle pelvis and exhibits the oldest
evidence for marginal tooth loss that is restricted
to the rostrum. Additionally, this specimen repre-
sents an important contribution to what has
become a rapidly expanding understanding of the
long-enigmatic turtle body plan by showing a
unique combination of modified temporal fenes-

trae, expanded ribs, reduced dentition and the



