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Abstract

Whether early metazoans originated during the
“Cambrian explosion” or lasted a relatively long peri-
od before; remains a mystery in the evolutionary his-

tory of animal- Studies to estimate the origin time of

the Metazoa using molecular data have been steadily
increasing in recent years- In this paper; we summa-
rized these studies and discussed existing problems in-
cluding the calibration of evolutionary rate between
invertebrates and vertebrates and the judgment of

constant evolutionary rate genes-



