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TECHNIQUES OF EXUVIATION IN HYPERMECASPIS (TRILOBITA)

HAN Nai-Ren and WANG Jia-Ling
( Guilin Institute of Technology, Guilin 541004, Guangxi)
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Abstract

In China: only one species of Hypermecaspis, i-
e- H- asiata Han was found from the top of Yinzhu-
fu Formation of the top Lower Ordovician in Jiang~
shan, Zhejiang Province- The psesent specimens were
collected from the top of Yinzhufu Formation at three
localities in Jiangshan area, viz- Hentang, Zhuyu and
a place 4 km north to Jiangshan- In these specimens.
mostly the librigena, thorax and pygidium are pre-
served, only a few with cranidia. and few displaced
relatively, therefore these specimens belong to au-
tochthonous remains- Almost all the Hypermecaspis
are moulting specimens- Serving as the function of
moulting: the facial suture split: the cranidium was
separated from the thorax, and was turnd; sometimes
the thorax split and part of thoracic segments were
turned, which reflects during moulting the thorax
bulged. and then flattened; when the facial suture
split, the new animal crawled forward carrying the
old cranidium. The exuvial model of Hypermecaspis
could be a major one in micropygious type trilobites-

The exuvial model of trilobites interpreted by McNa-

mara and Rudkin (1984) and Heningsmoen (1975),

is not similar to this case-
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