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THE MIGRATION——A BASIC THESIS OF DARWIN 'S EVOLUTIONISM

XU Bing~Chuan
(Institute of Geomechanics, Ministry of Geology and Mineral Resources> China, Beijing 100081)

Key words
Abstract

The idea of migration of biota was first proposed
by Darwin (1859). He considered that any one
species had only a single center of creation- So long as
the environment allowed it would migrate from the
center to areas as far as possible- But after Buckman
(1922) published “plane of migration” the point of
view that migration was unknowable cast a shadow on
the field of science- From then on the study of migra-
tion had been almost at a standstill for nearly fifty
years: Those days J-S-Lee (1927, 1928) had noted
many facts of migration. More and more facts showed
the vitality of Darwin s idea-

Common appearance of fossil “diachronous phe-

migration, evolving, evolutionism, single center of creation. allopatric speciation

nomena” and a wealth of new biogeographical materi-
als have made people to throw gradually off the
shackle of the unknowabilitism of migration- Up to
now the feasible ways to explore migration can be
provided by (1) geographical tracing of the lowest
horizons: (2) geographical tracing of the evolving se-
quences; (3) tracing of the corresponding habitats-
Migration, as evolving. keeps going on at all times

13

under “all pervading action” of the Darwin "s con-
straint - It is better to look upon migration as a kind
of chance given by habitat than as a kind of ability of
biota itself - Migration has created and is creating and
maintaining natural ecosystem. The studies of migra-
tion will grow into a new branch of paleobiology —

paleobiomigratology -



