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IN MEMORY A:W-GRABAU; A GOOD TEACHER AND HELPFUL
FRIEND OF THE CHINESE GEOLOGISTS:; ON THE
SOTH ANNIVERSARY OF HIS DEATH

Wang Hongzhen
( China University of Geosciense, Beijing 100083)

Abstract

Professor Amadeus W- Grabau ranked with the greatest geologists in the early half of this
century - His academic career was wide and profound. and his scientific thought was creative
and comprehensive- His scientific activities include two stages- The first stage was from 1890
to 1920, when he had built up his reputation in the foremost rank in palaeontology and stratig-
raphy in North America- The second stage began with his emigration to China in 1920 to his
death in 1946. In the later part of his life; Grabau had made great contributions to the geologi-
cal research and geological education in China- The Geological Society of China, of which he
was a founding member, dedicated to him two volumes of its bulletin, the Anniversary Volume
of his 60th birthday (Vol. 10, 1931), and the Memorial Volume (Vol. 27, 1947). He was
buried according to his will in the compound of the Geological Building of the Peking University
in 1946, and his grave was removed to the new campus of the University . beside the Unnamed
Lake in 1982. In May 1996, the Palaeontological Society of China held a memorial meeting on
the Semicentennial of his death in its Eighteenth Annual Meeting: and during the 30th 1GC
Congress in Beijing, a brief memorial meeting was organized in association with the History of
Geology sessions by several institutions including the Peking University. the Geological Society
of China and the Palaeontological Society of China- The academic achievements of Professor
Grabau are a treasure and seem to have acquired an ever increasing esteem with time- As a re-

spected teacher and beloved friend; Grabau will live forever in the hearts of Chinese geologists-



