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Inner structure of the incline type of stromatolites
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CAVE STROMATOLITES IN KARST AREA

Wang Fu-xing. Cao Jian-hua, Jiang Li-deng
Huang Jun-fa and Huang Ji-fu
(Institute of Karst Geology, Ministry of Geology and Mineral Resources. Guilin 541004, Guangzxi)
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Summary

Here discussed are the distribution features, types and formation of the cave stromato-
lites in karst area near the cave entrance (in weak light condition), formed by algae and
other microbes. The calcite carbonates were deposited through microbial binding and trap-
ping or assimulation in cave water. These cave stromatolites are characterized by a double-
layered structure. The light-backed light color layer is tight with smooth surface. The
light-oriented dark color layer is relatively loose and porous with rough surface and many
colonized microbes. Both light and dark color layers were composed of numerous lamina-
tions. According to the different micro-environments in which they developed. the cave

stromatilites could be divided into the incline type, the erect type and the dam type.
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