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EVOLUTION OF BIOTA ACROSS CAMBRIAN-ORDOVICIAN

Key words

A systematical study is made on the fauna, isotopes and trace elements of the Late Cambrian-
Early Ordovician Sanshanzi Formation in Jiagou. Suxian. Anhui. Isotopic analyses of 16 dolomite
sampies from the Sanshanzi Formation document that at the Cambrian-Ordovician boundary (be-
tween Beds 1 and 2 of the Cambrian-Ordovician section in Jiagou) ,8"C and 80 values abruptly de-
crease but the elements Ni, Co. Cr, Cu, Pb, Zn. etc. abruptly increase. These anomalies of iso-
topes and trace elements coinside with the change in organism from Late Cambrian to Early Or-

dovician, indicating a possible heavy geological event occurring in the Late Cambrian in Jiagou

area.

Gao Guogiu and L. S. Land (1991) also found isotope anomalites at the Cambrian -Ordovician
boundary in Oklahoma, United States. This indicates that the geological event in Late Cambrian-

ITS GEOCHEMICAL CHARACTERISTICS

(Department of Earth Science, Nanjing Universitv, Nanjing 210008)

Fang Yi-ting and Shen Wei-zhou

Summary

Early Ordovician might be common in the world.
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