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FEWHEPRARARTN_BRNWFRTHEHAL Y L, B. I Chuvashov 2 F|, X FTAHRAM
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ON PLACEMENT OF CARBONIFEROUS-PERMIAN BOUNDARY

Wu Wang-shi

(Nanjing Institute of Geology and Palacontology. Academia Sinica)

Summary

Since Murchison (1841) named the Permian system but failed to make clear the base of the Lower
Permian in the Perm Region of USSR, several problems on the placement of the Carboniferous-
Permian boundary have been raised- On the other hand, efficient conditions toward the solution for
these problems have been created and provided by geologists and palaeontologists. The current C—P
Boundary Working Group, which was reorganized by ICS in 1987, has also paid attention to the
placement of this boundary, and called on the membership of the group to make contributions to this
issue after studying it from different place. In order to carry on this work more efficiently, the
Working Group held a meeting in Washington, D. C., 1989 to discuss and sclect the better position
of the boundary that would be more acceptable. Sixteen voting and corresponding members partici-
pated in the meeting, with the proposal of three well dentified boundary levels from the current view-
points on all of the boundary levels throught the world. They are: the base of the Daixina bosbyranensis-
L. robusta Zone; the base of the Schwagerina fusiformis-S. vulgaris Zone and the base of the Schwa-
gerina moelleri-Pseudofusulina fecunda Zone together with their respective equivalents. After a straw
voting, most members were inclined to take the third level as the International Carboniferous-Permian
Boundary position. Participants in the meeting also stressed that it is necessary to prove the benefits
of this boundary position through practical work- Actually, those different viewpoints have arisen from
the definition of the Lower Permian. In this regard, Dr. Ross proposed that the first occurrence of
the species Pseudoschwagerina nddeni, P. texana and P. beedei should be taken as the base of the
Permian; Dr. Wang Zhihao holds the same view but particularly on the first appearance of the
conodont Streprognathodus barskovi which is nearly corresponding to the species Pseudoschwagerina

udden. _
It is believed that in consequence this basal level will be efficiently worked by the Working

Group in the near future.



