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FOSSIL REMAINS OF SOME ANGIOSPERMS FROM KING
GEORGE ISLAND, ANTARCTICA

Li Hao-min

(Nanjing Institute of Geology and Palacontology, Academia Sinica)

Song De-kang

(2nd Institute of Oceanography of she State Ocean Administration)

Summary

The present fossil remians of angiosperms
were collected by Song De-kang, member of the
2nd Chinese Antarctic Expedition, from an out-
<crop 1.5km north of the Great Wall Station of
‘China on the Fildes Peninsula, King George Island
“{South Shelland Islands, Antarctica).

The fossil plants consisting of several im-
prints of dicotyledonous leaves and some leaf
fragments were obtained from the pyroclastic rock,
interbedded in a predominantly volcanic succes-
sion. The leaves are poorly preserved with their
margins almost all damaged. '

Because of poor preservation and inadequacy
of specimens it is difficult to determine the syste-
matic position of the plants, which have to be
tentatively included in the form genus Dicorylo-
phyllum.

The present fossil plants differ from those
of the Late Oligocene flora from Point Henne-
quin, King George Island (Zastawniak, 1985) in
their components and physiognomic characters of

leaves, and they are somewhat older than that
flora, probably of Eocene in age.

Description of new species
Dicotylophyllum corifolium Li sp. nov.
(Pl. I, figs. 2, 2a, 3; Textfigs. 2, 3)

Leaves lanceolate, more than 8cm long and
about 3cm wide, with apical part unpreserved;
leaf base cuneate-rounded; margin probably en-
tire; petiole unpreserved; leaf venation pinnate-
brochidodromous; midvein stout, slightly curved;
secondaries thin, joining duperadjacent ones at
acute angle and leaving the midvein at angles of
about 70° except the first pair near the base, div-
erging at 40°; tertiary veins orthogonal reticulate
(see Text-fig. 3); texture coriaceous.

In leaf morphology this species is similar o
some representatives of Proteaceae. However, its
precise determination must await fusther work

and in particular a better collection.
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i, la. Dicotylophylium sp. 1

la.X2.5, fiAS: ANOO3: mig=. PBI4251,

2, 2a, 3. Dicotylophyllum coréfolium Li sp. nov.
2a.%X 1.5, tAS: ANOOIl, ANOO2c; Eid%S:
PB 14248, PB 14250,

4. Dicotylophyllum sp. 2

BiAE: ANOOZa; Big®S: PB 14249,
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