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A STRANGE FORM OF THE GENUS AXOLITHOPHYLLUM

.Wu Wang-shi
(Nanjing Institute of Geology and Palaeontology, Academia Sinica)

Abstract

The material described in this paper was
collected by the author in 1981 from the Up-

permost. Carboniferous Maping Formation (s. .

s.) at Zhaojlashan, Weining County, Guizhou
Provinee. »

Ro far as known, all the species referred
to the genus Axolithophyllum are externally
solitary in form except the present species A.
squamatum sp. nov.. It is of great interest
that this species has a peculiar form with a
small fasciculate corallum as compared with
other forms of this genus. Following the ch-
ange of geological times, this species developed
awd thus became the ancestor of the genera
Stilbophyllum and Diversiphyllum in the Lo-
wernost Permian Changmo Formation, both
of which possess the peculiar colony appearance
and naotic structure of the present species.
Deseription of species

Geyerophyllidae Minato, 1955

Genus Axaqlithophyllum Fomichev, 1953
Axolithophyllum squamatum sp. nov.

B W

.mature stage.

(Pl 1, Figs. 1—13)

Small fasciculate corallum composed of 3
—4 corallites occasionally in single form se-
parated from the compound ones. Major septa.
in mature stage numbering 28 in a cross sec-
tion of about. 15 mm in diameter. In cardinal
area, all septa taking in pinnate arrangement.
Minor septa firstly appearing in early mature
stage. Distal end of the cardinal septa con-
nected with the axial column. Cystose and
naotic structure welldeveloped, especially, in
Dissepimental Zone narrow.

In the longitudinal section, tabulae steeply
sloping downward to the centre, with 5 of
them in a vertical distance of 4—5 mm.

Remarks: The porsent form differs from
Azxolithophyllum cylindricum Wu et Zhao in
having a small fasciculate corallum, short mi-
nor septa and a narorow dissepimentél zone.

Horizon and locality: Upper part of Mua-
ping Formation ; Zhaojiashan, Weining County,

Guizhou.
W BR

A SCHER O T B35 (R AP AE T R S R U R o A R T

&3 M 1

1—13. 4volithophyllum :‘quamatum sp. nov.
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A Strange form of the Genus Axo
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