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PROFESSOR YIN’S RESEARCH WORK ON THE SILURIAN
SYSTEM OF CHINA

Mu Enp-zhi
(Nanjing Institute of Geology and Palaeontology, Academia Sinica)

Abstract

Professor Yin Zhan-zxun (T. H. Yin), the
famous geologist and paleontologist, is the first
to systematically study the Silurian of China
In the thirties, he together with Lu Zhao-xia
investigated the Silurian strata of western Yun-
nan and measured the section detailedly in the
vieinity of Sidian, Bao shan. Based on the
data of the section and its fauna, he proposed
a new name Jenhochiao series for the Silurian
graptolite-bearing shales and established five
graptolite zones. Besides the brief description
of the fossils, discussion was made on the clas-
sification of the family Monograptidae Lap-
worth and the genus Monograptus Geinitz. Ac-
cording to the character of the rhabdosome, the
family Monograptidae is divided into two sub-

families known as the Monograptinae with
simple rhabdosome and the Cyrtograptinae with
branched rhabdosome. And aceording to the
character of the thecae, the comprehensive
genus Monograptus is divided into several
genera including his new genus Strepiograptus.

In the forties, Prof. Yin studied the Si-
lurian rocks of the Yangzi region. He measu-
red the sections much more detailedly in
southern Sichuan and northern Guizhou. While
studying the Lower Silurian graptolite shale,
he proposed a new name Lungmachi shale
instead of Prof. J. S. Lee’s Lungma shale,
which was preoceupied by the Jurassic Lungma
limestone of Xizang (Tibet), and divided the
Lungmachi formation of Nanchuan, 8. Sichuan
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into five graptolite zones exclusive of the basal
part containing ill-preserved diplograptids. He
is in the opinion that the Lungmachi formation
was deposited in the shallow sea basin on the
Yangzi platform. Formerly, the black grapto-
lite shale is usually regarded as the deposits
“in the deep sea of the geosycline.

In 1949, Prof. Yin published a very im-
portant and valuable contribution ‘‘Tentative
classification and correlation of Silurian rocks
of South China’’. In this contribution, many
Silurian sections of the Yangzi region (or the
Central China region), Zhujiang region (or
the South China region) and Xizang-W. Yun-
nan region were described in detail, the clas-
sification and correlation of the Silurian strata
were diseussed and the Silurian palaeogeog-
raphy was treated in great length. This work
laid down a foundation for further studying
‘the Silurian system of China.

After liberation, the Silurian stratigraphy
and palaeontology have made rapid progress in

China. The Silurian fossils such as graptolites,
brachiopods, corals, trilobites, etc. were found
at many localities, notably in the Xizang-W.
Yunnan region, the Northwestern region and
the Northernmost region (or the Junggar-
Hinggan region). Many sections were detai-
ledly measured. Ags the chairman of the Silu-
rian Research Working Group of the Stratigra-
phical Committee of China, Prof. Yin made
great contribution to the study of the Silurian
stratigraphy in China. He accompanied by
his colleagues made investigations of the Silu-
rian in the Qilian Mountains several times,
In 1966, he published the second conclusive
paper, entitled ‘‘China in Silurian period’’.

Recently, Prof. Yin reported the progress
in the stratigraphie studies of China in the
past twenty years, including the work on Si-
lurian stratigraphy.

This paper is written in honour of Prof.
Yin on his 80 th birthday, February 23, 1982,



