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INAUGURAL MEETING OF THE NATIONAL BRACHIOPOD
RESEARCH GROUP OF PSC AND THE 1ST BRA-
CHIOPOD SYMPOSIUM HELD IN HANGZHOU
(NOV. 1—6, 1980)

The inaugural meeting of the National
Brachiopod Research Group of PSC and the
1st Brachiopod Symposium were held from
November 1st to 6th in Hangzhou. Over 80
Chinese brachiopod specialists from research
institutes, geological colleges, geological survey,
petrolenm prospecting units and metallurgical
industry enterprises took part in this meeting,
in which they got. together for the first time
to discuss their common problems and to
exchange their research fruits.

At the opening meeting, Prof. Wang Yu
delivered an address ‘‘on the present status of
brachiopod researches of China’’, in which he
gave an outline of the achievements of brachio-
pod researches in this country for the past 30
years. He also pointed out that we must
strengthen the systematical description of
brachiopods, carry on the study of the brachio-
pod palaececology and palaeobiogeography, and
explore the ultra-structure of brachiopod shell
and palaeobiochemistry.

This meeting witnessed the presentation
of 65 papers, of which the abstracts are com-
piled into a booklet with the list of 107 Chinese
brachiopod specialists attached to it.

In the symposium, Prof. Yang Shi-pu gave
a lecture ‘‘The advance of brachiopod palaeo-
ecology’’. Mr. Hou Hong-fei read his paper
““Devonian brachiopod biogeographical pro-
vinces, snbprovinces and communitis in
China’. Mr. Su Yang-zhen read his paper
““On the distribution in space and time of
Tuvaella and its ecological environment’’, Mr.
Liao Zhuo-ting introduced ‘‘Some technical
methods in preparation of brachiopoda’. Yao

Yi-min read his paper ‘‘On the ultra-structure
of brachiopod shell””. All the people who
attended the symposium are interested in these
lectures and discussed them heartedly.

Besides, in the group meetings, about 40
papers were read, involving the age, classifica-
tion and evolution of brachiopod faunas,
palaeoecology and palaeobiogeography, ete., for
instance, ‘‘Devonian brachiopods from Zhusi-
lenghaierhan region, western Inner Mongolia’’
(Zhang Yan), ‘‘Middle and Late Carboniferous
brachiopods of Inner Mongolia and NE China’’
(Li Li). ““On the genus FElythyna’’ (Wang
Ying et Sun Shang-mo), and ‘‘Brachiopod
assemblages and palaeoecology of the REarly
Permian in Shawan, Leshan of Sichunan’’ (Lii
Tong-cheng).

Prof. A. J, Boucot from Oregon State Uni-
versity, U.S.A. and Dr. B. Jones from
University of Alberta, Canada were invited to
attend this symposium, and they respectively
gave their lectures: ‘“The evolution of the
Palaeozoic Pangea’’ and ‘‘ What is the ecostra-
tigraphy ?”’, ‘‘Silurian-Devonian stratigraphy
of the Canadian Arctic Islands and the effect
of environmental condition on the morphology
of Atrypoidea’.

At the close of the meeting, the regulation
of the National Brachiopod Research Gronp of
PSC was passed. The leaders of this group
were elected as follows: Wang Yu (Chairman),
Yang Zhun-yi (Vice-Chairman), Jin Yu-gan
(Secretary), Yang Shi-pu, Hou Hong-fei, Rong
Jia-yu, Liao Zhuo-ting, Su Yang-zhen and Xian
Si-yuan.



