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INAUGURAL MEETING OF THE NATIONAL GRAPTOLITE
RESEARCH GROUP OF PSC AND THE IST GRAPTOLITE
SYMPOSIUM HELD IN NANJING ‘
(SEPT. 21—26, 1980)

The Inaugural meeting of the National
Graptolite Research Group of PSC and the Ist
Gaptolite Symposium were held from Sep-
tember 21st—26th in Nanjing. More than 40
Chinese graptolite workers, from research ins-
titutes, geological colleges, geological surveys,
petroleum prospoeting units and metallurgical
industry enterprises attended this meeting,
which marks a new stage in Chinese graptolite
research,

At the opening meeting, Prof. Mu Enzhi
delivered a speech on ‘‘Heightening the re-

' search level of graptolithology of China for

serving the moderization of our country’’, in
which he summed up the achievements of Chi-
nese graptolite workers in the past 50 years,
especially since the birth of new China. He also
pointed out that when compared with advanced
countries China has a way to go in the study of
microstructure and affinities of graptolites
and that in future research work, much atten-
tion should be paid to the solution of such pro-
blems as graptolite suceession and evolution,
the structure of the rhabdosome, the type of
graptolite faunas, ete.

The Symposium saw the presentation of
more than 40 papers dealing with division and
correlation of graptolite-bearing strata and
their boundaries, sedimentary development of
the graptolite and shelly facies, origin, classifica-
tion and suecession of graptolites, graptolite bio-
geographical provinces, ete. '

During the Symposium Prof. Huo Shicheng
gave a lecture on ‘‘the mathematical simulation
of the Cyriograptus sakmaricus lineaage’’. He
is the first to apply mathematics to the explana-
tion of the evolutionary law of Cyrfograptus.

Mr. Lin Yao-kun read his paper ‘‘New material
of graptodendroids with special reference to the
classification of Graptodendroidea’’. Messrs. Fu
Lipu and Song Lisheng introduced the
Ashgillian—Wenlock strata outeropping at
Bajiackou in Ziyang of Shaanxi, where 22
graptolite zones have heen established in a
continuous section. Messrs. Han Nairen and
Li Luozhao expressed their new views on
Sinograptus through their SEM study of its
thecal morphology. All who attended the
symposium were interested in these lectures
and diseussed them heatedly.

Besides, half a day was alloted to the discus-
sion on special topics: ‘‘the lower limit of the
Ordovician’’, ‘‘the Ordovician-Silurian bounda-

‘ry”’, ‘““the boundary between Middle and

Lower Silurian’’ and ‘‘the graptolite biogeogra-
phical provinces’’.

Prof. A. J. Boucot from Oregon State
University, U. S. A. and Dr. P. A. Jell from the
National Museum of Vietoria, Australia-also at-
tended this symposium and respectively gave
their lectures ‘‘Lower Paleozoic Biogeography
and Paleogeography’’ and ‘‘Ordovician grapto-
lite sequence of Victoria, Australia®’.

At thé.close of the meeting, the regulation
of the graptolite research group of PSC was
passed. The leaders of this group were elected
as follows: Mu Enzhi (Chairman), Yu Jianhuo
(Vice Chairman), Ge Meiyu (Viece Chairman),
Chen Xu (Secretary), Huo Shicheng, Zhao
Xianglin, Wong Xiaofeng. And, moreover, a
decision was made that the 2nd graptolite sym-
posium should be held in southern Anhui in
September, 1982.

Secretariat of the Symposium



