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 PROFESSOR SUN YUN-ZHU (Y. C. SUN), 1895—1979

Wang Yu (Wang Yii),

Professor Y. C. Sun was born in 1895 in
the Gaoyou District, Jiangsu Province. He
entered the Beiyang University in 1916, and
transferred to the University of Peking to
study geology in 1918, After his graduation in
1920, he joined the teaching staff in the
Geology Department. He received his doetorate
degree at Halle, Germany in 1927, and was
appointed professor of palaeontology of the
University of Peking in the same year.

In the war years from 1937 to 19486,
when the University was temporarily in
Kunming, Professor Sun had aeted as the
head of the Geology Department of the
University of Peking, and at the same time
director of the Department of Geology, Geo-
graphy and Meteorology, of the Southwest
Associated University. After the return of
the University to Peking in 1946, he continued
to lead the Geology Department until 1952,
witenn he was appointed Superintendent of
Education Bureau wunder the Ministry of
Geology. In 1960, he relinguished this post to
become a viee president of the newly estab-
lished Chinese Academy of Geological Seiences.
He djed of sickness on January 6th, 1979, at
the age of eighty-four.

Professor Y. C. Sun was one of the most
renowned palaeontologists and stratigraphers,
and one of the founders of the palacontological
and stratigraphical sciences in China. His

Wang Hong-zhen (H. C. Wang)

main career and field of research was in
trilobite palaeontology and Palaeozoic strati-
graphy. But his interests and econtributions
extended much beyond these, which covered a
scope from nearly all branches of invertebrate
palaeontology to stratigraphic principles and
geotectonics. He had always kept an insight
and perspective of the palaeontological and
stratigraphical sciences, and never failed to
supply information and guidanee to those
seeking for advices from him. Also he was
enthusiastic in academic activities. He took
an active part in the foundation of the
Geologieal Society of China in 1922, and of the
Palaeontological Society of China in 1929, He
was elected more than once president of both
the two scientific organizations. In interna-
tional activities he was amongest the earliest to
represent China and to make the aquirements
of Chinese geologists known to the world. He
had been several times abroad, and twice
representative of China 1o the International
Geological Congress. '

To all his students Professor Sun was
always modest and amicable, generous and
helpful. He was at the same time a reverend
teacher and a beloved friend. It is with deep
respects and warm feelings that we, his
students in various periods, present this small
volume to his memory.



