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JIANCHUANIA, A NEW GENUS OF BIVALVE FROM
THE UPPER TRIASSIC IN YUNNAN

Chen Jin-hua Chen Chu-zhen
(Nanjing Institute of Geology and Palaecontology, Academia Sinica)

Abstract

The present paper is to record Jienchuania, a new genus of bivalve collected from
the Upper Triassic in Yunnan. Its diagnosis is described as follows:

Family Oxytomidae Ichikawa, 1958

Genus Jianchuania Chen et J. Chen (gen. nov.)

Type species: Pteria? problematica J. Chen

Diagnosis:  Shell samll, suborbicular to ovate, acline, Ozyfoma like, bialate,
strongly inequilateral, inequivalve. Left valve very inflated ; umbo incurved and turned
forwardly, rising above the right one and located at the anterior part of the hinge line;
surface and both auricles ornamented predominantly by regular radial costae and weak
concentrie lines; anterior auricle obtusely triangular, separated from the body with a
feeble groove and a weak auricular sulcus; posterior wing pointed. Right valve
flatted; umbo not rising over the hinge line; surface with a few concentric wrinkles;
anterior auricle small in size, lingular in form, with a deep byssal noteh beneath at;
auricular crura present; posterior wing very elongated and spinose. Hinge plane
edentulous, narrow, with a little oblique triangular resilifer at the centre. Posterior
muscle scar large, ovate-orbicular. Pallial line continuously simple.

Remarks: The new genus is similar to Plerig in the posterior wing, but differs
from the latter in having an acline body, the deep byssal notch and the edentulous
hinge. Judging from its outline and its internal structure, this new genus undoubtedly
belongs to the family Oxytomidae Ichikawa 1958. This genus much resembles Ozytoma
Meek 1864 in the general outline and in the anterior auricle, but differs from the
latter in having more flatted right valve and more first order radial costae. The new
genus differs from Hypozxyloma Ichikawa 1958 and Meleagrinello Whitfield 1885 chie-
fly in the auricles. Hypoxytoma has a less deep auricular notch and shorter right
posterior auricle than Jianchuania. The pallial line of Hypoxyloma is discontinuous
and that of Jianchuanie is continuous. Meleagrinella has no left anterior auricle.

Healey (1908) described two specimens from the Napeng Beds in Burma and
named them as Conocardium? sp. and Conocardium superstes Healey. One is a right
valve, bearing a developed anterior wing; the other is a left? valve with an elongated
spinose posterior wing (Healey 1908, P. 76, pl. 9, fig. 41; p. 15, pl. 3, fig. 1.). Healey’s
specimens are very similar to the present genus, but their internal structure of shells
is unknown. Therefore, it is unsuited to include Healey’s specimens in this genus,
although they probably occur in the contemporaneous deposits.
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