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A COMMENT ON HANYANGASPIS GUODINGSHANENSIS
(A DEVONIAN AGNATHAN)

Liun Yu-hai

(Institute of Vertebrate Palacontology and Pulacoanthropology, Academia Sinica)

Abstract

This paper is to comment on Hanyangaspis gundingshanensis recently described
by P’an Kiang and Liu Yunpeng as a new form of heterostracan. The description
was made on the basis of some ill-preserved specimens from the Lower Devonian de-
posits at the Guodingshan hill near Hanyang city, Hubei Province.

An examination of the photographs figured in P’an and ILiu’s article eclearly
Teveals that Hanyangaspis, instead of being a heterostracan, is apparently a polybran-
chiaspid. Of the armour plates referred to Hanyangaspis except the pincal plate
which is very probably that of a jawed fish, the others are all fragments of dorsal
plates of various individuals. A composite restoration of these fragments shows that
it is the anterior portion of a dorsal plate, which is closely comparable to that of
a polybranchiaspid.

Thus, the presence in China of galeaspids and polybranchiaspids is well establi-
shed fact, however, the occurrence of osteostracan and heterostracan, the two main
groups of Agnatha widely distributed in the northern hemisphere. has not been con-
firmed in the Devonian rocks of this country.



