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A NEW PLEISTOCENE TURTLE FROM HSIANGFEN, SHANSI

CHow MIN-cHEN

(Institute of Vertebrate Paleontology and Paleoanthropology, Academia Sinica)

(Summary)
- DESCRIPTION OF THE NEW SPECIES
Family Emydidae Gray
Genus Chinemys Smith
Chinemys fenhoense, sp. nov.

Type: A well preserved shell with nearly complete carapace and plastron, V. 1040, Field
number: 54. 103. 44.

Locality: TLoc. 54.103, Tungliukou, near Tingtsun, Hsiangfen District, Southwestern Shan-
si. Preserved in a calcareous concretion in the sandstone bed on the western bank of the River.

Geological Age: Farly Pleistocene, Found in association with Proboscidipparion sp,. Equus
sanmeniensis, etc, (Pei, 1958).

Diagnosis: Shell medialsized, elongated, with subparallel sides; plates thick; neural keel
distinct only in the posterior, lateral keel indistinct; nuchal large, broader than long, and with wide

anterior rim; with three suprapygals. Anterior corners of the epiplastra strongly curved dorsally;
posterior lobe with a broad and deep anal cut.

The original shell was preserved in a hard calcarcous concretion. It was found unexpectedly
and badly cracked as the enclosing crust was knocked broken. Later the shell was mostly pieced
together in the laboratory, but some intermediate pieces were still missing or too fractured to be
matched together; therefore, some of the characteristic features were obliterated or rendered indis-
tinguishable. ‘The sulci on or around the entoplastron are mostly obscured. The sulcus between
the humeral and pectoral plates cannot be observed on the entoplastron. As judged from that on
the right hyoplastron, it seems to intersect the entoplastron. So the species is tentatively assigned
to the genus Chinemys, and not to the related genera Danomia or Groclemys.

The specific characters of the shell show close resemblance to the related forms C. reevesii
(Gray) and C, nigricans (Gray). It differs from these two species in that it is only faintly tri-
carinated, there are three well developed suprapygal (though the posterior carapacic elements are
more frequently subjected to individual variations), and a number of the details as illustrated in

the accompanying reconstructed drawing in the Chinese text. The new species scems to be closcly
related to living South China species C. nigricans.



