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BOUNDARIES OF THE PALAEOZOIC SYSTEMS OF CHINA

(ABSTRACT)
Y. C. Sun
Institute of Geology and Mineral Deposits, Ministry of Geology, Peking

The boundaries of the Palaeozoic Systems have been considered as
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important problems of the comparative stratigraphy of Europe, America
and Asia since the William Smith time.

Prior to 1936 there was an apparent discordance between particularly
the British and Scandinavian succession of formations and faunas on one '
hand, and the American sequence on the other that the author could not o
understand.

Ulrieh first proposed a clasgification of the Lower Palaeozoic of America
with the following systems, that is, Cambrian, Ozarkian, Canadian, Ordovieian,
and Ontarian (Silurian), while Grabau used the other set of the Palaeozoic
Systems. Neither Ulrich nor Grabau had done successfully and therefore
both methods of classification have not been universally accepted by the
Geologists and Palaeontologists.

In 1926—28, and 1935--36, the author had a chance to visit and study
the Palaeozoic of British Scandinavian, Bohemian and American type
sections of the Palaeozoic with the thoroughly competent geologists in the
recpective countries.

In 1943, he also made a summary of the Palaeozoic of China, in which
the combined method for stratigraphic correlation had been introduced and
some epeirogenic movements of the Palaeozoic of China had been emphasized.

Recently the author has dealed with problems on the boundary between .
Sinian and Cambrian and that between Ordovician and Silurian, and has
also been convinced that the transition beds of the respective' countries
should be thoroughly studied and analized. We must harmonize by modifying
different respective views of stratigraphers according to the facts and

establish more natural classification of the Palaecozoic of the world. We -

. would also like to use the European standards, although the Palaeozoic
faunas and succession of China are more or less characterized by its oriental
aspect. .

The author will endeavor (1) to use the combined method in strati-
graphic correlation, (2) to harmonize the discordance between European
and American succession and Chinese sequence, and finally, (3) to emphasize
the stratigraphical value of the following transition beds of the Palaeozoic
of the respective cuntries, such as Wanwan formation, Ozakian, Trema-
docian, Ashgillian, Wufeng Shafe, Downton Sandstone, Wutung Quartzite,
Etroeungtian and the Pseudoschwagerina princeps beds, ete.



