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DISCOVERY OF THE PLEISTOCENE MAMMALS
IN THE FLUVIAL DEPOSITS OF THE
WESTERN HILLS, PEKING

Hu CuaNg-KoNG
Laboratory of Vertebrate Paleentalogy, Academia Sinica

(Summary)

While cave and fissure deposits rich in Pleistocene mammalian remains are
wide spread on the southern slopes of the Western Hills, contemporaneous fluvial
deposits with definite fossil evidence are so far unknowm in this area. However,
this blank was recently filled by the discovering of some mammalian remains in
the fluviatile terrace deposits in the Western Hills. It is located near the railway
station of Chuwo.on the Fengtai-Shacherig Line some 80 km. northwest of Peking.

The mammalian remains discovered include a well-preserved skull of Bos

primigenins and a fragmentary elephant tusk. The fossils are preserved in a sandy
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bed which crops out underneath the deposits of the second terrace on the western
side of the Yungting River. The surface of the second terrace iz 50 m. above the
winter water level. The skull of the Bos primsigenins occurs in the basal part of
the section, and the elphant tusk in the upper part. A sketch of the transversal
section of the valley of the Yungting River at the fossil locality and a columnar
section showing the lithological characters and the occurrence of the fossils are
figured in the Chinese text.

The specimen of the skull of the Dos primigenius is the most complete one
of its kind that has ever been reported in China. It is bigger and stouter than
the other known Chinese specimens. It may represent that of an old male
individual. It is interesting to note that the twisting of the two horns are
unsymmetrical.

Except being stouter and unusually large, there is no noticable differences
from the others in the essential structure of the skull. A comparison of the size
of specimen with those from Tatung, Sjara-ossol-gol and Europe based on the

circumference at the base of the hom core are given as following:

Western Hill |

|

Circumf. at the (Chuwo) Tatung | Sjara-ossol-gol | Ilford Eng. ’ Pgmg
base qf horn core w o { | asin
(in mm.) - 450 495 410 { 430480 | 470

In China Bos primigenius is so far known only from the upper part of the
Loessic formation, therefore, the age of the fossil locality is considered as Upper
Pleistocene or Loessic.

Finally, the writer is obliged to Dr. Minchen M. Chow for his help during
the preparation of this report, and to Drs. C. C. Young & W. C. Pei for critical

reading of the manuscripts.



