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A NEW FOQOSSIL. MUNTJAC FROM CENTRAL SHANSI

Mincuen M. Cuow

Laboratory of Verichrate Paleontology, Academia Sinica

(Summary)

During a recent visit to the Institute of Mining in Taiyuan, Shansi, the writer
came across a specimen of a fossilized antler collected from Chiaochen, Central Shan-
si. It was found in a bed of coarse river sands exposed at the base of the section
anderneath the “cliff” of the bank along the Fengho. |

The geological age of the sands is not certain. It may ranges from Villafran-
chian to early Loessic. Judging from the geomorphological and stratigraphical posi-
tion of the fossil-bearing bed in the section it is most probably of the latest Pliocene
or early Pleistocene. Besides, as no fossil muntjac remains has ever been found in
the post-Villafranchian of North China, it points to the fact that the geographical
distribution of the muntjacs had already limited to the areal ranges of their present
distribution, i. e. the Oriental region.

The antler is highly fossilized and nearly complete in its preservation. At first
glance it looks quite peculier on account of its unusually large size and simple struc-
ture. However, on close examination and by comparison with the recent cervoid
antlers, it evidently belongs to that of a large muntjac.

Although it is only represented by a single antler, I have erected a new speci-
fic name for it, because in view of its size and the structure of the antler in gene-

ral, it could be considered specifically different from all the known muntjacs, living
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or fossil.

Description of the new species:

Muntiacus fenghoensis, sp. nov.
(Fig. 1; PL. I)

Specimen: A nearly complete right antler with complete burr. Cat. No. V815,

Locality and occurrenice: = See above.

Horizon: Upper Pliocene or lower Pleistocene.

Diagnosis: A muntjac with unusually large, stout, and simple dichotomous ant-
lers, bifurcating but confluent at the burr. Accessary tine cylindrical, tapering, and
in the shape of a nearly straight cone. Main tine slightly twisting posteriorly, tri-
angular in cross-section, and with a very strong and almost sharp-crested ridge on
the postero-internal side. Surface of the antler strongly ribbed and deeply furrowed.
Burr very strong, with broad base and irregularly rimmed.

The structure of the antler is as a whole very much similar to that in the living
species Muntiacus munticeus in its essential points. It is of some interest, because,
though simple (and possibly “primitive”), it is well-advanced with respect to its si.e
and comparatively late geological age.

Explanation of the figures and plate
Figs.—left,front view and right,interior views of the right antler of the new species.}-natural

size.

Pl.—Same, slightly smaller than natural size.
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