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TWO SPECIMENS OF MAMMALIAN COPROLITE FROM
THE SANMEN RAPIDS, SHANSI AND SINGTSAI, HONAN

Mincuen M. CHow
Laboratory of Vertebrate Paleontology, Academia Sinica
(Abstract)

The specimen was collected in 1954 from the Sanmen Rapids area on the
northern side of the Huangho in the district of Pinglo, Shansi. It is found in
the Early Pleistocene (Choukoutienian) river sands.

The coprolite is highly fossilized, whitish in color, and consists of two
“Whorls”. It is 38 mm high and with a maximum diameter of 34 mm. The
surface is rather smooth, but with many depressions, most of which are resulted
from the expulsion of gaseous matter before it consolidated. Among the bone
fragments attached to it there are pieces which, judged by their size, seem to
be those of the rodents or lagomorphs. By comparing the Sanmen specimen
with the Hyaena Coprolites from the Simanthropus Locality at Choukoutien, so
far the only place in China where mammalian coprolites are known and occur
in great number, the latter are much larger and contain fragmentary bones of
large animals. The Sanmen specimen differs from the Choukoutien coprolites
by its smaller size, contains bones of small mammals, and found in the river
sands. It may lead to the inference that the Sanmen coprolite may belong to that
of the canids.

* * *

I have just received from Dr. W. C. Pei a specimen of mammalian coprolite
collected from the Pleistocene of Singtsai, Honan. It is slightly larger than the
above described one, dark yellowish in color, and highly fossilized. The fossil is
structurally composed exclusively of rather coarse fibrous matter. It is the
coprolite of a rather large-sized non-ruminant grazer, probably an equid (Genus
Eguus, s. 1),

Fig. 1. A. Sanmen specimen; B. a small specimen from Choukoutien for
comparision. Small end and side views, natural size.

Fig. 2. Specimen from Singtsai, Honan.



