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MESOZOIC FISH COPROLITES FROM SHENSI

(Abstract)

H. T. Liwv

Laboratory of Vertebrate Paleontology, Academia Sinica

The fish coprolites described in this paper were collected from Fuhsien and Pinhsien,
Shensi by T. S. Li and C. H. Ma. The Fuhsien specimen are from the Upper Jurassic
thin-bedded limestone at Hei-shui-ssu, Huloho, and those from Pinhsien are collected
in the Triassic thick oil shale beds at Shui-pei-kou.

The Fuhsien specimens of fish coprolites are of two different types of coiling, eg.
heteropolar and amphipolar types. The latter is represented only by a single specimen
and is poorly preserved. Both types of fish coprolites contain fragments of molluscan shells.
The Pinhsien fish coprolites contain small rhombic fish scales,

Judging from the structure of the coprolites and the contained substances, the
coprolites from Fuhsien may be the excrement of Ceratodus, while those from Pinhsien
may represent those of both Ceratodus and certain ganoid fishes.
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